Motion to Reclaim our Wednesdays
This Union Notes:
1.The timetabling policy of the University states that: “1)  b. Wednesday afternoons (from 1pm) should be kept free from undergraduate teaching. ”Only 25% of “young people” vote in public elections compared to 70% of “Elderly people”.
2.This policy misses out Postgraduate students.
3.Even in its current state, the policy is not being followed across the board.
4.There are studies that prove that “Physical activity boosts cognition” 1 and so is of benefit to students’ academic lives.
This Union Believes:
1.In the first instance, this policy should be being followed by all departments across the board.
2.That not allowing students time off on Wednesdays afternoons is not beneficial to them and means they miss out on a large number of opportunities, not limited to sport.
3.Students can use this time to work to help fund their studies, to have a break to allow them to remain fresh and alert in classes, to exercise which will be of benefit to their mental capacity.
4.As shown by studies, exercise is of benefit to everyone, it’s not fair that postgraduate students miss out on this, and other opportunities.
5.That this will also benefit societies as, if rooms aren’t being used for teaching on Wednesday afternoons, student societies would be able to use them.
This Union Resolves:
1.To get the policy changed so that it reads, “Wednesday afternoons (from 1pm) should be kept free from any and all teaching.”
2.To work with the university to get this into place as soon as possible, but by the latest in time for the start of the 2014/2015 academic year.
This Union Mandates:
1.The President to carry out research around this and take a proposal to the University to make this change happen.
Proposed by: Amarbeer Singh Gill (President), Jamie Green (Vice-President Communications & Campaigns), Ian Stewart (Vice-President Student Activities), Sidonie Bertrand-Shelton (Vice-President Education & Welfare)
Seconded by: SURHUL Executive Committee, Sarah Dil (1st Year PIR Course rep), Kirsty Young (President, Photography Society), Harry Highton (President, Savoy Opera Society), Neli Mihaylova (President, Bulgarian Society), Rebekah Griffiths (3rd Year History Course rep, History; President, History Society), Jason Michalski (President, Tennis Club), Harry Angers (President, Media Society), Sophie Harrison (President, Women’s Rugby), Luigi Pardey (President, Italian Society), Jody Jones (President, Hockey Club), Aigerim Dairabekova (MSc Finance Course rep), Laura Robyn (President, Badminton Club), Michael Smith (President, Fencing Club), Max Simpson (President, Debating Society), Charlotte Jackson (President, Riding Club), Charlotte Cole (2nd Year English and Drama Course rep), Jasmine Martinez (President, Cheerleading President), Kirsty Blackburn (President, Gospel Choir), Alex Reilly (President, Table Tennis club), Theresa Feddersen (Captain, Women’s Volleyball), Patrick Restrepo (President, Handball), Camilla Ghosh (President, Snowsport)
