STUDENTS UNION ROYAL HOLLOWAY UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
Motion to Support the “Bite the Ballot” Campaign and to affiliate with “National Voter Registration Day”
This Union notes:
1. “Bite the Ballot” is supported by the Youth Wings of most Political Parties in the United Kingdom, including those political parties who hold parliamentary seats.
2. Only 25% of “young people” vote in public elections compared to 70% of “Elderly people”.
3. “Bite the Ballot” is a not for profit organisation on a mission to empower young people to vote.
4. “Bite the Ballot” aims;
1. to increase young peoples participation in the electoral process, which will be helped by increasing the number of young people who are registered to vote; and
2. more specifically, to require the Government to increase and promote opportunities for young people and students to [apply to] register to vote
5. Students in Halls of Residence on campus are automatically registered to vote by the college, however, it is up to the initiative of individual students living out of student halls of residence to register themselves to vote.
6. The commencement of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act of 2013 will mean that the present system of returning one paper based form per household that must be returned via the post to a persons local authority will become an individual and entirely online based process.
7. National Voter Registration Day in the UK will be on 5th February 2014.
8. National Voter Registration Day in the UK is endorsed by the National Union of Students (NUS).
This Union believes:
1. That we should encourage students to register to vote.
2. That as a union advocating democracy and participation, we should provide materials for, and aid the process for students registering to vote continuously.
3. The commencement of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act of 2013 will mean that the process for non halls of residence students for registering to vote will become much easier and quicker.
This Union Resolves:
1. To propose an “in house” registration desk allowing students to register to vote on National Voter Registration Day 2014.
2. To affiliate with National Voter Registration Day.
3. To offer support with campaigns where necessary for “Bite the Ballot”
This Union Mandates:
1. The Democracy officer to facilitate the organising of a registration desk on campus to allot students to register to vote on National Voter Registration Day 2014, and on subsequent days thereafter.
2. The Students Union of Royal Holloway University of London Executive Committee to collectively campaign and seek to educate students about the benefits of registering to vote.
3. The Environment and Ethics officer to predominantly facilitate communications with Bite the Ballot for the 2013/14 academic year with help from the Vice-President Communications and Campaigns.
Proposed: Sarah-Jane Sewell (Environment and Ethics Officer)
Seconded: Hannah Strathern (Democracy Officer), Rose Walker (Feminism Society President), Jamie Green (Vice-President Communication and Campaigns)
N.B. Further information about “Bite the Ballot” and National Voter Registration Day in the UK
· https://www.facebook.com/bitetheballot
· http://www.bitetheballot.co.uk/
· https://plus.google.com/113357631066516201758/
· http://nationalvoterregistrationday.co.uk/
