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Creation of Policy
Motion to Support the “Vote at 16” campaign
This Union Notes:

1. The Votes at 16 coalition campaigns for 16 and 17 year olds to be able to vote in all UK public elections. Launched in 2003, the coalition is made up of young people, organisations and politicians who believe the voting age should be lowered to 16

2. Young people in UK are not able to vote until they reach 18 years of age. This means that with 5 years fixed term parliaments, many young people will not be able to vote for the first time until they are 21.

3. There are over 1.5 million 16 and 17 year olds in the UK denied the vote. 

4. That the campaign is endorsed by a large number of organisations and political parties including the NUS, British Youth Council, Barnado’s, TUC, Liberal Democrats, Co-Operative Party and the Labour Party.

This Union Believes:
1. That in the eyes of the law, a person at 16 is an adult - they can marry, raise children, work, and pay taxes, but cannot have their say at the ballot box. This is clearly wrong.

2. That 16 and 17 year olds are knowledgeable and passionate about the world in which they live, and are as capable of engaging in the democratic system as any other citizen. 

3. That participation in free elections is a fundamental human right. 

4. That people who can work full-time, pay income tax or national insurance contributions, get married or enter a civil partnership, consent to medical treatment, and join the armed forces should be entitled to this right. 

5. That student’s should be politically engaged from the beginning of secondary school to ensure young people are more aware of the impact politics has on the world around them.

This Union Resolves:

1. That it will support affiliated and non-affiliated societies and groups in promoting the Vote at 16 agenda on and off campus.

2. To send a delegation to the Votes at 16 Lobby of Parliament next year.

3. To join the Votes at 16 Coalition.

4. To create a platform for students to debate key issues ahead of the 2015 election and compose more of a strategy to do so.

5. To work with local schools and FE colleges to promote political issues ahead of the 2015 election, creating a space for those under 18 to educate themselves.

This Union Mandates:
1. That the VP Communications and Campaigns will send a delegation of students including at least one sabbatical officer to the Votes at 16 Lobby of Parliament, on the 12th February 2014. 

2. That the VP Communications and Campaigns will ensure SURHUL joins the Votes at 16 Coalition and sends relevant logo to be uploaded to the supporter’s page of the website. 

3. That the VP Communications and Campaigns will attach a link on the front page of the SURHUL website along with a small blurb outlining our support for the cause.

4. That the President will write a letter to the local MP, Philip Hammond, urging him to publically back the Votes at 16 campaign and informing him of our motion.

Proposed: Dan Heley (Student Trustee)
Seconded:  Jamie Green (VP Com Cam); Andrew Mitchell (Campaigns Officer)

